[Evaluation of K-ras 12 oncogene mutations in Venezuelan patients with Helicobacter pylori infection].
This work evaluated the infection of H. pylori in the different gastric pathologies and its association with the oncogen K-ras 12. Endoscopy was performed in 62 patients and 3 biopsies from the antral region were taked and used for the histological diagnostic, PCR, and point mutations determination. The results showed a high incidence of H. pylori infection in patients with active chronic gastritis (AcCG) 90%, chronic atrophic gastritis (AtCG) 70%, intestinal metaplasia (IM) 67%, dysplasia (D) 83%, and decrease in in gastric cancer (GC) 33%. Evaluation of the oncogen K-ras 12 showed that 68% of the patients presented mutations in the different analyzed amino acids. In the 12 codon of the K-ras gene, we observed simple point mutations and combination in the same sample in different gastric pathologies. In AcCG samples were detected the greater number of mutations. A decrease of the point mutations were observed in the progression stages to gastric cancer. The presence of these specific mutations would be tumor markers and it determine the possible development of gastric tumors.